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OTF Grant Helps Local Sailing Club Stay Afloat 
 

London, ON – In March 2022, Fanshawe Yacht Club & Sailing School received a $59,400 Resilient 

Communities Fund grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF). This funding, delivered over 9 months, 

will help the Club rebuild and recover from the impacts of COVID-19 by upgrading existing sailboats, 

purchasing a new coaching vessel, and engaging coaching staff and volunteers. 

“Congratulations to the Fanshawe Yacht Club on obtaining the Ontario Trillium Foundation grant.  This funding 

will provide an amazing opportunity to engage, train, educate the current and future workforce to continue 

building successful race teams. The community always benefits from the promotion of these unique outdoor 

activities,” says Teresa Armstrong, MPP for London-Fanshawe. 

This investment by OTF supports the hiring and training of an external instructor/coach to teach higher Sailing 

instruction levels, which is necessary to recruit future instructors/coaches. This grant also supports the 

instructor to travel to and attend regattas over the course of the season, which is necessary for their 

professional certification. 

In addition to supporting the instructor/coach, this grant covers the costs of critical equipment upgrades and 

purchases. It supports improvements to five existing sailboats to enable adequate instruction practice and race 

skill development. As well, the grant supports the purchase of an appropriate instructor/coach boat (as per 

Ontario Sailing recommendations) to support race team and general Sailing School instruction and coaching. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic prevented Fanshawe Yacht Club from operating its Sailing School in 2020, and then 

only to a reduced extent in 2021,” said Bonita Magill, Fanshawe Yacht Club Commodore. “Race Team training 

and instructor development had to be abandoned entirely, resulting in a loss of momentum. This Ontario 

Trillium Foundation grant will allow us to rebuild and re-equip our Race Team. We need to provide a goal for 

aspiring young Sailors in London, and this new team will be just that. Thank you so much OTF, for your help!” 

Upper Thames River Conservation Authority and Fanshawe Yacht Club are committed to preserving the lands 

along the Fanshawe Reservoir that they remain accessible for many community activities over the course of 

many years to come. For more information, visit fyc.on.ca. 

The Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) mission is to build healthy and vibrant communities across Ontario. As 

an agency of the Government of Ontario, and one of Canada’s leading granting foundations, last year, OTF 

invested nearly $209M into 2,042 community projects and partnerships, which included funding for the 

Government of Ontario’s Community Building Fund. Since 2020, OTF has supported Ontario’s economic 

recovery by helping non-profit organizations rebuild and recover from the impacts of COVID-19. Visit otf.ca to 

learn more. 
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