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2011 FYC Commodore Report- Paul Chesman
Well here we are again at the start of another year.
The Fanshawe Yacht Club has a long history behind it. The rules stated by our
constitution guide us as to how we run the club. Recently, I have been advised that
since the club membership is not what it once was, some of the rules do not apply. I
would like to ask the membership if they feel that the constitution needs to be amended
or changed in some ways.
We have a good executive board for 2011 and I think a lot can be accomplished.
One thing I would like to ask is if you have a problem within the club; bring it to the
attention of the executive in person or by phone. The sooner things are taken care of
we can then get back to the everyday running of the club
FANSHAWE YACHT CLUB AND SAILING SCHOOL AND HOME OF ROWBUST DRAGON
BOAT CLUB AND LONDON DRAGONBOAT CLUB
Photo by Kevin Biskaborn

Call for Nominations for Our 2010 Member of the Year
Please submit suggestions to the executive for your
candidate to receive the 2010 Member of the Year Award
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The 2011 FYC Annual General Meeting was held on Jan 20 with the
following reports presented:
Commodore‘s Report for 2010 – Brian Hurst, Commodore 2010
I‘d like to thank the club for giving me this tremendous opportunity. Being Commodore
over the last year has been an honour and a privilege.
As I reflect back on the past year I
remember the work parties where
the club came together to transform
Utter chaos into a functional club in
record time; the open house where
we gave over a hundred people a
chance to experience sailing and
rowing; the regattas where I
realized that I still had a lot to learn;
;
the social events where I found
men can pull off a grass skirt and
coconut bra; and finally the closing
of the club where we all come
together as a group and put it all
away again.
,
Matt Dietrich, Jeff Dietrich, Kevin Biskaborn
Jon Dietrich

I‘d like to take this opportunity to thank Nina for her work over the last few years as the
Membership Chair. This is long overdue. You were my first contact with the club and
made a lasting impression with me.
I‘d like to thank Mike Morris with a special honour for his hard work as Public Relations
Chair. His efforts to bring forward a
new class of sailboat for Fanshawe
YC were tireless. For this I would
like to put forward a new class
award for the Puddle Duck Racer.
In the spirit of the class the award
is handmade, cheap and will more
than likely fall apart.
And finally, I‘d like to thank the
Executive for carrying me through
last year. Without your support and
dedication, I would not have been

Membership Report as of Aug 30, 2010 – Bob Magill, FYC
Membership Chair
4
Corporate
70
Owner
8
Sailing
5
Crew
8
Crew/Lease
4
Student
99
Total
In addition & not included in the above numbers:
71
London Dragon Boat individual
members
46
Rowbust Dragon Boat individual
members
Also not included in the above numbers:
8
Sailing School Instructors (do not
pay for membership)
the 99 members includes:
4
Initiations paid
7
Late Fees paid
8
Leases paid
3
previous member who have
returned
13
new members

FYC Secretary Report for 2010- Jack Blocker, FYC Secretary
The graph below shows the number of individuals who sent enquiries to the FYC
website that are forwarded to the Club Secretary and the timing of their messages. The
total of 110 for January-December is 29
less than the total for 2009, but this may
be the result of greater use of the
―Frequently Asked Questions‖ facility on
the Club website. As in previous years,
the majority of the enquiries concerned
the Sailing School and were therefore
forwarded to the Sailing School Director.
My ―executive communications‖ email
folder this year contained approximately
250 emails, nearly all of which were
incoming messages from other executive
members.

able to pull it off.
Brian Hurst presents the new perpetual plywood PD Racer
Trophy to ― PD Racer Fleet Captain‖ Mike Morris

This year I wrote 40 thank-you letters to volunteers who assisted in various ways in
conducting our regattas.
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Treasurer Report for 2010-Vera Eames, FYC Treasurer
The main thing to report is that at the moment we are standing at a net profit for 2010 of
$3070. Interesting to note that, although almost every line item in the operating income
and expenses differs from the budget by more than 10%, the overall operating income
and expenses for both the club and the school are within 10% of budget. There is
greater discrepancy in the capital income and expenditures vs. budget, mainly because
$14000 was allocated to the Main Dock and it was decided that this expenditure was
not necessary in 2010. However, the septic system has been repaired with all those
expenses covered in 2010.
In order that Wayne may close the books for 2010, I would ask that anyone who has
outstanding expenses from 2010 to please submit them to Wayne ASAP.
Our club Treasurer is Vera Eames who is working with Wayne Henderson who does
book-keeping for FYC. Some confusion had arisen re who to contact when financial
matters arise. The following is the proper protocol to use.
Contacting the Club Treasurer:
1. All inquiries related to the Club Financial matters are to be sent to Vera Eames.
2 .Anything being sent to the Treasurer by Canada Post should go to the FYC PO Box
as follows
Fanshawe Yacht Club
PO Box 32041
RPO Northland
London Ontario Canada
N5V 5K4
ATTN Treasurer

Sailing School Report for 2010
- Peter Wilkins, Sailing School Director
During the past year the
Sailing School operated the
normal schedule of adult
evening classes through June
followed by additional classes
in mid-summer and we
returned to nine weeks of
junior program through July
and August.
FYC AGM 2011—Bobby Hampton, Sailing School
Marketing, Peter Wilkins, Sailing School Director

Our staff consisted of five core coaches through July and August supplemented by
three of our former staff helping part-time with the adult classes. Emily Durward
stepped-in as Head Coach/Manager as we did not expect Peter Norris to return. Our
Bronze Coach was Nikki Quinn, bringing several seasons of experience to her role. Our
two White Sail coaches were new to our coaching team but not to our school; Ben von
Holtzendorff brought his experience from the previous year coaching in Owen Sound
and Nicole Dupuis was fresh from her training and certification but they both were
students and instructor trainees with us for several years. Our Learn to Race coach was
Sorin Popa returning for a second year at the position.
Part-time coaches, mostly with the adult classes, were Andrew Dittmer, Peter Norris
and Matt Quinn. They all have many years of experience in the sail coaching field and
are excellent trainers for our adult students.
For the adult program we registered 39 students for the three June sessions - two
courses in the evenings and one on Saturdays. These numbers placed us with good
ratios to our maximum capacity which is about 18 per class. Most of those students
elected to take advantage of our offer to continue use of the boats for the remainder of
the season. In mid-July we signed-on 13 more adults for White Sail and 3 for Bronze to
continue through to mid-August. Overall, our adult classes went well and most of the
students were quite successful at learning the skills.

FYC AGM Jan 2011-- Dave Thompson, John Burgess, Roy Elworthy,
John Bryant, Mark Anderson

The junior program in July and August consisted of four two-week sessions in White
Sail and two four-week sessions in Bronze Sail. The White Sail students numbered 46
over the four courses with the early two courses filling quite well while the latter two
were not so strong. The Bronze Sail courses saw 5 students in the first session and 9 in
the second, compared to our capacity of about ten for each. Through the summer
months, we also trained five sailors in the Silver/Gold sail program. Two first-timers
progressed very well, two returning students achieved Silver level and the
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fifth student was very close to getting Gold Sail. For some of the race students, other
commitments limited the time that they could spend with the sailing thereby limiting their
ability to achieve the level.
The ninth week of the summer was our regular Skills week, but demand was very light
this year and the staff were able to help begin the pack-up and some took some time
off. Also during the ninth week we held the annual Sailing School Regatta and the
parent sail/wrap-up dinner which was well received by the students‘ families.
While there are always challenges to operating a successful school program, one of the
biggest this year was the effort to maintain the boats to a higher standard than has
been the case in the past. The increase in maintenance standard seemed to come from
an expectation of some of our ―leasing‖ members that the boats should be kept in
―better condition‖ for the leisure sailors compared to the needs of the students and
beginners. We are still wrestling with those expectations and the means to meet them.
I would be remiss to report on any year without noting the time and effort that our
committee members give up for the school. Thanks are certainly due to them all. Bobby
Hampton working her magic again with the publicity ads in all media and standing with
me at the Open House weekend. Paul Chesman and Rick Goldt for their expertise with
the boat maintenance. Margot for her patient help inventorying all of the boats and bits
and pieces. The race team parents for their help with transportation, accommodation
and chaperoning the sailors at the regattas. And, definitely not the least, the Club
member volunteers who pitched in to help us get it all out in the spring and put it back in
the fall.
Our coaching staff ended the season with indications that they are eager to return for
the coming summer so there is a good chance that we will be working with the same
team this year. That will help in many ways as we start looking forward to offering
another program of learn to sail. We continue in the hope of finding a Club member to
help the committee by spearheading fundraising efforts with the various grants and loan
programs that are available today - that position is still open.

Thanks to our 2010 FYC Executive Board
Doug MacKenzie thanked our out executive Board for a job well done in 2010!!

Presentation of the Fleet Captain‘s Flag
Rick Goldt presented the FYC Fleet captain flag to Hans Schaffner. Last year, the flag
had been misplaced and once recovered, spent a fair time lost in the Goldt‘s vehicle
(how could that possibly happen?) but now may be flown proudly at Han‘s place (or car
aerial) for 2011!

Items Suggested for Discussion at Upcoming Meetings
1. Constitutions; Paul Chesman asked whether members may wish to consider
amendments to the FYC Constitution

2. Racing: Paul Kabel, Rear Commodore suggested a general discussion of racing, to
include-- the number and timing of regattas, handicapping systems, degree of
openness and discussion of use of the handicapping system. Jens Biskaborn submitted
his suggestions which also included changing dates for the informal racing Paul would
also like to attend the CYA/OSA Race Officers Course. Mark Anderson suggested that
many of the details may be ironed out at a race committee meeting later once the
general discussion is completed.
3. 2011 YC Open House-Rosemary Dickinson has offered to set up the weekend
event.
4. Sailing School issues-some matters suggested for discussion included the Sailing
School Board arrangement, discussion of the purchase of a rescue boat and training
boats (laser suggested), repair of boats in 2011 and developing a fund raising
committee.
5. Main Dock: Rick Goldt can ask one of his contractors to assess the stability of the
min dock if the club wishes to pay for the assessment. This may enable the club to
develop a plan of action for repair/replacement over time.

FYC Winter Wednesday Dinner Out
We have a few more cold days to endure until the sailing season begins. An
excellent reason to not have to cook your own meal and join the club paddlers,
sailors and friends, family for a warm evening at
Winter Wednesday Dinner Out
Location: Johnny's Restaurant Start Time: 6:00 PM
Details: North East corner of Fanshawe Park Road and Highbury Ave
Please try to arrive before 6PM so that the staff can place everyone
together—seating cannot be pre-reserved.

Here‘s a shot of the FYC
crowd at Johnny's the 2nd
Wednesday in Jan. I
guessed at 26 people.
We took over the back
end of the room. Dragon
boaters joined us as well.
Expect a bigger crowd this
coming Wed
John Kabel Rear
Commodore
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CENTRE NEAR THE CAMPGROUND REGISTRATION OFFICE ON THE WAY OUT. NO GARBAGE IS
TO BE LEFT IN FYC GARBAGE CONTAINERS FOR THE CRITTERS TO GET AT.

Around the Club
Brrrrrrrrr—not a long wait
now.
Following are some items
of importance for 2011
Photo by K Biskaborn

1. Membership Applications for 2011
The membership applications have been mailed out now and the deadline to apply
without penalty is March 15, 2011. After that date, a late fee will apply. Please note
that the UTRCA permit rates increased last year. FYC was given a year's grace at the
old fee in 2010 but this year, the new fee plus HST applies. The application form may
also be downloaded from the club website as well www.fyc.on.ca

FOOD MUST BE REMOVED FROM THE FRIDGE AT THE END OF AN EVENT
(INCLUDINCONDIMENTS). THE KITCHEN, WASHROOMS AND CLUB HOUSE MUST BE LEFT
CLEAN AND TIDY- CHECK BEFORE LEAVING!
ALL TABLES, CHAIRS, ETC ARE TO BE PUT BACK ANY DECORATIONS AND BANNERS MUST BE
REMOVED AT THE END BE SURE THAT THE CLUBHOUSE AND RACE HUT DOORS ARE LOCKED AS
WELL AS THE MAIN GATE AND MAN- GATE WHEN YOU LEAVE

3. Suggestions for the Spring Work Parties
Dave Thompson suggested that for the first day of the spring work party that we are
sure that members bring sufficient tools to ensure that the work may be completed.
4. Fines for not using UTRCA permits
In the past years, we have had concerns that some members are not purchasing or
affixing their UTRCA permits to their car or boat. Purchasing and disturbing the permits
with the club membership applications simplifies life for us and is a courtesy to the
UTRCA as our landlords. If people do not have their permits affixed on the club
grounds, they will be reminded by our club officers. If this doesn‘t result in the permit
being displayed, then the UTRCA security can be notified as it is a UTRCA requirement
I contacted the UTRCA and here is their reply re use of passes---

Questions about the membership may be directed to our Membership Chair, Bob
MacGill.

2. Booking the Clubhouse (Chalet) in 2011
As the club plans for the new season, we wish not only to ensure that no conflicts
occur in the use of the Clubhouse but also that we can maintain cleanliness in its use.
In the spring, the 2011 season‘s calendar will be posted in the chalet with club events
posted (See events for 2011 in this issue of the newsletter). If you wish to add a date
during the summer, check the calendar in the club house. If the date is free, pencil in
the event and ensure that the Executive is made aware of the event.
If you wish to arrange use of the Club House before the spring work parties, please
contact Suzanne Goldt to have the events added to the calendar.
Following are the Guidelines developed in 2010 re use of the Clubhouse
CONDITIONS FOR SCHEDULING OF THE CLUBHOUSE
THE BUILDING WILL NEED TO BE ACCESSIBLE TO OTHER MEMBERS DURING THE EVENT (E.G.
ACCESS TO WASHROOMS, KITCHEN)
USE OF CLUB SUPPLIES IS PROHIBITED (PLATES, CUPS, AND ETC IN THELOCKED KITCHEN
CABINET OR POP IN THE FRIDGES)
ALL POTS, PANS, COFFEE MAKERS, ETC USED MUST BE CLEANED DRIED AND STORED
ALL GARBAGE IS TO BE BAGGED AND CAN BE DEPOSITED AT THE CAMPGROUND RECYCLING

Thanks for your question. Basically this is the way things work:
Any vehicle or boat (except canoes and kayaks etc.) coming onto the property needs to
have some type of valid permit, be it a seasonal day use pass or a receipt for a day
pass. If someone was here but did not have a valid permit, then under the
Conservation Authorities Act they could be charged with "unlawfully enter day use
permit area." This "provincial offence" is a set fine of $50.00 with an additional $10.00
for the victim fine surcharge and also add $5.00 for court fees. Thus a total fine of
$65.00.
Depending on how park staffs are treated when educating or inquiring about these
types of permit situations, there are a few routes we take. I could use this as an
"education moment" and verbally or in writing warn the person that another violation
would result in a fine. I could outright just explain the regulation and then fine the
person. In circumstances where the person gets aggressive or abusive to me, then
they get the fine (no warning) and may even get a "notice of prohibited entry," banning
them form the property.
Thankfully most people, when told they need to have a valid permit for their vehicle or
boat, just go to the office or front gate and purchase one.
Damian Schofield
Assistant Superintendent Fanshawe Conservation Area
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4. Septic System Repairs in Fall 2010—New Weeping Bed Installed
5. FYC Website www.fyc.on.ca
The club website has a wealth of information including downloads (constitution,
membership applications, expense forms, newsletters archived, etc), photos,
notice of all club events.
Newer features include a list of frequently asked questions and front
page links to the London Dragon boat Club and The Rowbust Dragon
Boat Club since they made their home with us.

Hello Fanshawe Yacht Club Members
Not sure how you all feel but I think we are ready for the snow to stop! Despite the
storms our members have been diligently making workouts which have been in full
swing since November. We continue to train at The Athletic Club south on Wednesday
evening and then a pool paddle workout early Saturday mornings. We are working hard
to get in shape for the upcoming season. We have not chosen our festivals for the 2011
season but one for sure will be the National Dragon Boat Championships which is being
held in Welland the July first weekend.
Our media exposure from last year has added 22 new members to our team. Growing
pains come with any expansion, but our coach assures us it will all work out. On a sad
note we lost one of our team members in early December. Ingrid, a mother of two in her
early thirties, had been diagnosed with bone cancer in the summer and unfortunately
lost her battle. She will be dearly missed and remembered for her contributions to our
web site and her fighting spirit.
We had an interesting session with a sport psychologist last weekend. We were
challenged to visualize being on the boat and paddling. Hard thing to do when your
surroundings are snow covered. Our coaches and two team members attended a
dragon boat symposium in November in Toronto. Everything from A to Z in the field of
dragon boating was discussed. Cheryl and Sarah our coaches have some new training
techniques they are applying in the pool sessions. Can‘t wait to see what they will throw
on us once we get on the lake in the early spring!

Photos from John Kabel

We have a couple of major fundraising activities planned for the year. Once again we
will be handling the opening night of the Port Stanley Festival Theatre and also a golf
tournament in May. More information about these will be added in the next newsletter.
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Just think only 40 some days until spring!!! Let‘s hope that little rodent is right and we
can be treated to an early spring. In the mean time we can all visualize being on the
lake in our boats complaining about the heat while the snow continues to pile up
outside.
Check out the link to our web site. Thanks for making us feel like FYC family. Keep
warm and paddles up!
Jill Wilson, Rowbust team member

The London Dragon Boat Club is looking forward to another season, and with the
weather we‘ve been having, spring can‘t come soon enough for many of us. At our
recent General Meeting, the club welcomed Anita Berkelmans as a new board
member. She will be assisting Maureen Gerofsky who is our Vice President in charge
of Memberships and Recruitment. Brenda Pentland will be our Special Events
Coordinator and also keeps our Membership database current, Jamie Pentland is our
Equipment and Maintenance Coordinator, Dave Gerofsky is Treasurer, Sara
Berkelmans is Secretary and Heather Peel is President.
We currently have two returning teams again this year, the Waves of Fury team and the
Pendragons (formerly Wave Riders). I understand the teams will be meeting later this
month to decide which events they will attend and we look forward to some awesome
racing from both teams again this year. The Pendragon‘s have been practicing at the
Fitness Forum since November doing pool side paddling to improve technique with
coaches Cheryl and Sarah. Many members of both teams have been participating in
off-season activities for fitness and for fun. Some of these that I am aware of are:
curling, floor hockey, skiing, fitness classes, squash and hiking. We may love other
sports too, but we are anxious to get back out on the lake to paddle!

The Puddle Duck Racer- FYC‘s Newest Fleet!!Easy to Build!!
If you are in need of a winter project- Mike Morris has just the item for you. At the
Annual General Meeting, the Puddle Duck Racer was welcomed as the newest "official
fleet‖ at FYC and has a dedicated racing trophy for its class as presented by our 2010
Commodore, Brian Hurst. Here is Mike's suggestion—
Now that the Puddle Duck racer is recognized (by the Trophy board presented at
the AGM) at FYC as a sailing class boat I think it‘s time to give the members
another nudge towards building a boat and joining in the fun. Mark Anderson has
the Full size templates that are needed. My boat is available to anyone wishing to
take a look at it in person. Current owner/builders would be available to assist
any new builders. The more the merrier. It‘s not expensive and it can be a
satisfying and fun project. mike morris
___________________________________________________________________

The following information and design photos for the PDRacer are from the official
website
PDRacer.com

Puddle Duck Racer
Cheap, creative, and having fun on the water.

What is a Puddle Duck Racer
The PDRacer is a one design racing sailboat that is
basically a plywood box with a curved bottom, and is
the easiest boat in the world to build. The rules are
aimed at keeping the lower 10" of all hulls the same,
but the rest is up to the builder. A simple hull can be
made from 3 sheets of plywood, titebond II glue, and
latex house paint. If you work
hard for 2 weekends, you can
go sailing on the 3rd weekend.
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April 9 is our 5 Anniversary Dinner being held at the Forest City National Golf
Club. Tickets are $50 each and are on sale now. Please request yours from
Brenda Pentland before they are sold out! This is a Club fundraiser that also
benefits Wellspring London.
Heather Peel, President

2011 Open House at Fanshawe Yacht Club
Rosemary Dickinson has offered to organize this year‘s event but will need a
committee. Please let her know if you have time and interest. Watch the video at the
following website (a commercial is first) about last year‘s Open House
www.calgarysun.com/video/88001511001

What our club is about
We use the same shaped hulls and go play with them together in
fun and goofy ways, and sometimes for very serious racing.
Membership is free, any puddle ducker can organize events (there
are no restricted territories). We have a member list where
duckers can choose to have their email address displayed, and a
calendar that any registered puddle ducker can post to. You don't
need permission from headquarters, just start emailing others
directly and get out there and live up to our motto!
Especially fun is the Parent and Youth style of events. That is where the kid is the
captain of the boat, and the parent is the crew, and helps with whatever the kid
7

says they need. We have a big list of fun sailboat races and games (see website), and
it is literally the most fun sailing you will ever do!!
Many Other Uses
Our boat is not just for racing, she is great for all sorts of
other purposes - and in most states a boat this small does
not need to be titled or registered. The hull shape carries 630
lbs. One member took 2 adults and 3 kids for an afternoon
sail. Another went on a 3 day cruise with his wife and slept
aboard at anchor every night. If you think about it, many
people go backpacking for long periods; a PDRacer can hold
much more gear and water than a backpack. She also works
well as a row boat, and motor boat. I often take my kids out
rowing in mine; instead of a sail rig I put a big beach umbrella in the mast sleeve so
they can sit in the shade. If you like fishing, you can row her into the shallow areas that
power boats can't get to. She is very stable, enough that you can stand up and cast.
Which boat to build?
If you just discovered boat building, very soon you will become aware that there are
TONS and TONS of different boats you could build. Consider building a puddle duck to
get some experience, and also be able to have fun sailing with others. The lessons you
will learn, will give you better understanding
of
how to build boats, and make your next
project go a lot faster. The duck is big
enough to carry a 2nd passenger, but still
small and easy to store. If you lose interest
or
don't have time, then stand her upright in
the corner of your garage or out back till you
get the itch to go sail her again.
Don't know how to sail?
For most of the people that build these, it is
their first boat too and they don't know how
to
sail either!! Sailing is easy, just point the
boat in the direction you want to go, then pull in the sail till it stops flapping. The best
way to learn is to have your own boat, and take it out on a very light wind day, on a very
small lake, and give it a try. Take a set of oars, and if you can't figure out how to sail
back, then drop your sail and row back. If you know a sailor, then invite them along and
they will help you out, the PDRacer can easily carry 2 adults.
Afraid it will leak?
All boats leak, especially wooden ones. Just because it might leak, doesn't mean you
will sink - that is what the flotation chambers are for. When you are sailing on a very
windy say, splashing along, you will get more spray water than from any leak. Just take
along a bottomless Clorox bottle, and when the water gets to about an inch deep inside
the cockpit, just do a couple of scoops to flip the water out.

Afraid it won't be perfect the way you build it?
A big part of puddle ducking is to continually tinker
with your boat to improve it. So just figure which
configuration attracts you the most and start building
it. Later if you don't like it, you can modify her, or just
build another hull. They have almost no resale value,
so no matter what you do, she won't decrease in
value. You can transfer your hull number to a new hull
Club Membership
Anyone can become a puddle ducker, all you have to do is build and register a puddle
duck racer. Registration is FREE, and Shorty has tried to keep all other aspects of
puddle ducking free, offering free plans and full instructions here on the website, and
requiring that entrance to the world championship be free to any registered puddle
ducker and their crew. There are no protected territories and any puddle ducker is
welcome to organize events and invite others to go sailing. We have an open member
list, and if their email address is listed, that means you can contact them direct for duck
related activities. We also have a calendar, so you can post times and locations of
where you would like to invite others to go sailing.
Hatch Events
Want to increase the number of puddle ducks in your local
area? One of the things we do is organize "hatch events".
This is where people organize a day (or weekend) to get
together and build ducks together. Purchase materials
together, make templates, and build as much as you can in
one day (or over a weekend). Sometimes people do this at
a person's garage and try to make 3 or 4 boats, sometimes
it is a big scale like Gordon Seiter does up in Canada,
where he annually rents an ice rink and many ducks get
built. Invite other puddle duckers in the area, a bunch will
show up just to help build -- because we really like any
excuse to building boats.

HIN Chunk Plate
When registering your puddle duck, you get a
number for FREE, and Shorty has tried to keep
other aspects of puddle ducking free. These hull
number plates are not required to be purchased,
are simply an accessory that you may want for
boat, and also a way to transfer your hull number
new hulls.

hull
all
ID
they
your
to
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Specs:
Handicap Rating: PDRacer, All Rigs PDR D-PN: [140.0]
(US Sailing now charges to be in the handicap tables, and we have not paid a
subscription, so we are no longer listed there.
LOA: Average boat built to 8' long, however 7'9" LOA is class legal, see rules for further
explanation
LWL: 7'6"
Beam: Minimum of 4'
Hull Height: Suggested size is 18", however only a minimum of 10" required, some are
built as high as 24"
Sail Area: 50-80 sq ft is easy to handle
Weight: 40 lbs for Luaune built hull, 65 lbs for 1/4" BC Pine, 100
lbs with airboxes & 3/8" bottom
Capacity: Hull shape carries 630 lbs (that is when both
transoms touch water)
Theoretical Hull Speed: 4.2 mph (3.7 kts) (Hullspeed in kts =
SqRt(LWL) X 1.34)
Actual Sailing Speed: Average speed around 3 mph
Oarlock Placement: 18" to 30" from stern
Optimum size oars: 6' - 8' long
Minimum functional oars: 54" long
Rowing Speed: 2.5 mph at an easy to pull effort
2.5 hp Motoring speed: 5 kts

2011 Thousand Island Cruise – June 17 to 25
Contact mike morris
sailormike28@hotmail.com

2011 North Channel Cruise Week—July 22-30
Contacts:
Doug MacKenzie
Dougmack@skynet.ca
Mike Morris
sailormike28@hotmail.com
Mark Anderson
mark7anderson@yahoo.ca

2011 Put-in Bay Cruise – over the
July 1 Weekend
FYC Yachts, 2010 CRUISE, GEORGIAN BAY

photo by c. hone

Cruising with FYC

Contact: Brian Hurst
hursthome@sympatico.ca

If you have an adventurous spirit and want to see some of the wonderful waterways in
Ontario---please remember to add these dates to your 2011 calendar to prepare for
club cruises this summer!!! Join one or all. If you are not a seasoned cruiser, there will
be lots of help available to prepare for the trip.
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Pleasure Craft Operators Certificate
As of September 15, 2009 ALL persons operating a powered watercraft must have in
their possession, a government mandated PCOC (Pleasure Craft Operators
Certificate). Upon inspection, all who fail to be able to produce this certificate will be
subject to fines. For more information on how to obtain your PCOC please contact ATO
Boat Pro
Or for courses in London at the London Power and sail Squadron go to
http://powerandsail.ca/LPS_Education.html
We have a number of FYC members who also are involved in the London Power and
Sail Squadron. Two who have positions as officers and may provide information about
courses are
Port Captain - Fanshawe Lake Ralph Smith, AP
London Line, Business Manager Mark Anderson, JN

Incidence of Breast Cancer FOR Men/Women in Canada in 2009
With the Rowbust Dragon Boat members at home at our club, please take note of their
fund raising activities should you wish to contribute to a charitable organization. It would
be wonderful to help support their cause

g in your living room six hours a day for proper noise
level.

carries the soot across and onto your neighbour's house. Laugh at him when he curses
you.

side of your bathtub.

stale bread, if anything. (Optional: Canned ravioli or cold soup).

cabinets or refrigerator.

jump out of bed and get dressed as fast as you can, then run out into your yard and
break out the garden hose.

together.
efore drinking.

Breast cancer incidence is the number of new cases diagnosed in a population over a
specific time period.




In 2009, an estimated 22,700 women in Canada will be
diagnosed with breast cancer. On average, that is about 437
women diagnosed every week.
In 2009, an estimated 180 men in Canada will be diagnosed
with breast cancer. Men with breast cancer make up a little
less than 1% of all cases
In 2009; an estimated 5,400 women and 50 men will die from
breast cancer in Canada.

What to do if you are desperate to go sailing?
on which movie to watch, and then show a different one.

to read books.
Raise the thresholds and lower the top sills on your front and back doors so that you
either trip over the threshold or hit your head on the sill every time you pass through
one of them.
(Continued...)

A Website of Interest
This website was suggested by our member-at-large in Melbourne Australia. It has
been added to the links on our website and will give you a detailed look at the wind
predicted any where you like! http://www.windfinder.com/
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The Wreck of the Hesperus –by Derek Innes, FYC Member-at-large in B.C.

2011 Fees for Fanshawe Conservation Area
2011 Season: Friday, April 22 to Sunday, October 16 (taxes included)
ADMISSION FEES
Vehicle - Day Pass

$12.00/vehicle maximum

Vehicle - Season's Pass
Unlimited access to Fanshawe,
Pittock & Wildwood Conservation
Areas

$83.00

cyclists/Pedestrians - Day

$6.00 adult
$3.00 child (12 and under)

Cyclists/Pedestrians - Season

$54.00 adult
$27.00 child (12 and under)

Motorboats & Sailboats - Day

$9.00 + vehicle admission

Motorboats & Sailboats - Season

$83.00 + Season's Vehicle
Pass

Buses (includes vans with 10+
people)

$83.00

Day Use Areas - Shelter/Pavilion Rentals
(Park entry is extra)
Shelter

$60.00

Watson Porter Pavilion (Fanshawe)(10 am midnight)

$300.00

Beach Pavilion (Fanshawe)(10 am - midnight)

$175.00

CAMPING FEES (April 22 - October 16)
Reservation Fee

$12.00

Change/ Cancellation Fee

$8.00

Additional Vehicle Pass

$10.00/day

Daily Camping
Daily with electricity

$40.00 (15 amp)
$43.00 (30 amp)

Daily without electricity

$33.00

Weekly Camping

Weekly with electricity (7 nights)

$260.00 (15
amp)
$280.00 (30
amp)

Weekly without electricity (7 nights)

$205.00

Monthly Camping

Monthly with electricity

Monthly without electricity

$840.00 (15
amp)
$900.00 (30
amp)
$690.00

Seasonal Camping*
30 amp, regular site

$2035.00

30 amp, waterfront (Pittock only)

$2215.00

30 amp premium (Fanshawe only)

$2780.00

15 amp

$1950.00

non-electric regular site

$1475.00

non-electric waterfront (Fanshawe only)

$1540.00

Sewage Disposal
Weekly Service

$225.00

Bi-weekly Service

$175.00

Single Service

$30.00

Emergency Request

$60.00

Off-Season Storage
Trailer (includes shed/deck)

$180.00

Shed/deck only

$60.00

Boat

$150.00

*One free Vehicle Pass Sticker is included with all seasonal sites. Additional seasonal camping
vehicle passes $75.00 each.
CANOES & BOATING
Canoe Rentals
Canoe Rental - half day

$20.00

Canoe Rental - whole day

$30.00

Wildwood Marina - Wet Dock
Seasonal (daily boat pass included, vehicle
pass is extra)

$440.00

Monthly (boat and vehicle passes are extra)

$130.00

Weekly (daily boat pass included, vehicle pass
$90.00
is extra)
Daily (daily boat pass included, vehicle pass is
extra)

SOUTHWESTERN AND CENTRAL ONTARIO‘S LARGEST BOAT SHOW AND SALE
COMES TO THE CAREPORT EXPO CENTRE Submitted by M Anderson

$24.00

Wildwood Marina - Dry Dock
Motorboat/Sailboat - season
(boat pass included, vehicle pass is extra)

$235.00

Motorboat/Sailboat - month
(boat and vehicle passes are extra)

$85.00

The Central Ontario Boat Show and Sale sets anchor in the heart of the suburbs!
HAMILTON – The Sheer magnitude of The Central Ontario Boat Show and Sale is
enough to captivate audiences, but when combined with the unbelievable features, the
attendees will leave in awe. The boat show starts on February 18th and goes straight
through till Monday February 21st, and has a little something for everyone during the
upcoming Family Day holiday weekend.
The Careport Centre is the only venue that can accommodate a show of this size in the
Central & Southwestern Ontario suburbs where over 6.1M people live. This population
pocket represents the single largest concentration of boaters and cottage owners in the
entire province. With three full acres of boats, displays, ponds and features, attendees
will have to use their time wisely in order to visit the entire show. Over 30 of the
provinces largest dealers will be anchoring the exhibit base of this extraordinary show.
There will be hundreds of different boats and brands, giving attendees an incredible
chance to tour these amazing machines and take advantage of great show specials.
It is impossible to imagine summer boating without thinking about all the fun and
exhilarating water sports that go along with it. The Muskoka Militia, featuring a team of
professional wakeboard and water ski team members, will be on site performing
wakeboard and water ski demonstrations in a 12,000 square foot indoor mini lake. This
is a must see for all water sport enthusiasts.
The Central Ontario Boat Show and Sale along with its producers, Continuum
Productions, are extremely dedicated to helping the community that has welcomed
them to Hamilton with warm reception. As special thanks there will be a wishing well
where attendees are invited to throw in coins, and all collected money will be donated to
the McMaster Children‘s Hospital. Continuum has already donated $800.00 to the
cause, and they are hoping to raise another $800.00 during the four day show in order
to help purchase new toys and electronics for children in isolation at the hospital.
The wishing well will also feature exact replica miniature boats for attendees to test out
with remote controls. These boats are incredibly detailed and include an exact
reproduction of a military ship, tugboats and yachts. Included in the pond are also a
couple characters children will love! There will be floating birds, Gramma Goose, who is
known to squirt unsuspecting by-standers and Theradore too, a whimsical cartoon
styled tugboat.
The Central Ontario Boat Show and Sale is taking place at The Careport Centre, a
great venue that offers something residents haven‘t seen before from its sheer size to
the free parking. The Careport Centre is just 20 minutes from over 15 major cities
centers including easy access from Highway 403 servicing those visitors coming
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from the Windsor / London area, the Oakville / Burlington area, Niagara Falls, Kitchener
Waterloo region and of course Hamilton proper.
You have to see it to believe it, and The Central Ontario Boat Show and Sale taking
place February 18-21 will be a fantastic way to spend the day with the family. The show
itself is a vision because it has so much to offer consumers all under one roof. The
large array of boat brands and dealers is just one reason to come and see the show.
This one has something for everyone!
-30For more media releases regarding The Central Ontario Boat Show & Sale Please
contact: Tara Hansen-Rix Continuum Productions Press Services
905-527-SHOW (7469) Ext: 411 www.continuumevents.ca

What to do if you are desperate to go sailing?

FYC SCHEDULE FOR 2011
For more information view our website – www.fyc.on.ca
Find updated notices, downloads, photos, contact information and more
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------FYC Meetings
FYC Executive Meetings- first Monday of each month
FYC General Meetings for all members- as listed in the following schedule. All
members are welcome to attend
Agenda Items – submit any agenda requests to the Club Secretary, Jack Blocker prior
to the date of the meeting
Club Events, Regattas, Work parties, Social Events
FEB
17
General Meeting
HMCS Prevost 19 Becher St 7-9 PM

Lockwire the lug nuts on your car.
MAR

15

icing really thick on one side to level off the top.
, ship
recovery!", run into the kitchen and sweep all the pots/pans/dishes off of the counter
onto the floor, then yell at your mate for not having the place "stowed for sea".
in front
of your stove. Say (to nobody in particular) "Stove manned and ready". Stand there for
3 or 4 hours. Say (once again to nobody in particular) "Stove secured". Roll up the
headphone cord and put them away.
(done)

24
APR

MAY

Classifieds—Sale of Boats, Gear and other
paraphernalia
2008 Laser Pico, $3,000.00; no tax
first owner, purchased at Fogh in 2009, only sailed two
summers, cover included, in very good condition, includes
(newer) standard rigging, covered storage, in London at
FYC. Looking to purchase a Laser Radial Will deliver,
Contact: Henry 519-639-6323 or at
hklausni@london.ca
Marine ply for sale – 1 new piece ¾‖ Fir, good 1 side, 96‖ x 30‖ -- $50.00 o.b.o
Contact: Craig Napier 519-434-6685.
21 Foot Sailboat –American 21, $2,700 8‘ beam, drop keel (12‖ to 4‘ draft) , 8HP
outboard, good sails w spinnaker, sails really well , large V berth w 2 quarter births,
portapotty, VHF, swim ladder, solid trailer w new tires
Contact Les Pomeroy - lpomeroy@quadro.net, 519-225-2545

General Meeting

HMCS Prevost 19 Becher St 7-9 PM

16
21
22
22-24
30

Spring Work Party #1
General Meeting
HMCS Prevost 19 Becher St 7-9 PM
Fanshawe CA opens
Easter weekend
Spring Work Party #2

1
22
23
28-29

Spring Work Party #3 Moorings Mainly
Commodore‘s Reception and Sail past
Fanshawe Optimist Fireworks (rain date –May 29)
FYC Open House

JUN
4-5
17-25

JUL

Membership Applications due- late fee applies after the
deadline

Adult Sailing School Classes will begin in early June
Commodore‘s Cup/June Bug Regatta
Thousand Island Cruise- start at Treasure Island Marina just
east of Kingston

1
Put-In Bay Cruise-start at Leamington
22-30 North Channel Cruise – start at Killarney Marina

TBA

Club Championship Regatta

SEP

10

Sailing School Work Party- courses completed for season

OCT

1-2
15
16
22

Pumpkin Regatta
Fall Work Party #1
Fanshawe CA closes for the season
Fall Work Party #2

NOV

18
TBA

Annual Budget Meeting
FYC Banquet – year end event
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Informal Racing- days and times TBA
Anyone is welcome to attend informal races. In 2010, the two races were held on
Wednesday afternoons and evenings. There is discussion open on the a possible
change to Tuesday and Thursdays to avoid loss of racing because of weather
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------.

Johnny’s WINTER ‗WEDNESDAY DINNERS OUT‘ SOCIAL EVENINGS
All club members (paddlers and sailors, family and friends) are welcome to attend.
Please arrive before 6 PM so that all may be seated together as seating cannot be
reserved in advance!
FEB 9, MAR 9, and APR 13
Johnny‘s Restaurant
The north east corner of Fanshawe Park Rd and Highbury Ave
Dinner is set for 6PM
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------London Dragon Boat Club
APRIL 9 5th Anniversary Celebration (All FYC members are welcome)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Rowbust Dragon Boat Club
Winter On-Land Practices Begin the first week of November until the last week of
April, possibly first part of May .Location The Athletic Club South
Wednesday Aerobics (cardio, weights, stretching) 7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Saturday Paddle Technique & Exercises
7:15 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. (sitting poolside / paddle techniques)
8:15 a.m. – 8:50 a.m. (abdominal exercises)
Seasonal On-Water Practices
Begins as soon as the boats are launched and permanently docked for the season
(immediately follows winter practices). Location Fanshawe Yacht Club
Tuesdays & Thursdays 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NOVA CRAFT GUEST SPEAKER SERIES
The following speakers will be heard at the Nova Craft canoe store at471 Nightingale
Avenue, London, May be a nice way to spend a winters evening!
No Charge for Admission.

Call 519-455-6252 to Register (Space is limited!).
Donations of non-perishable food items for the London Food Bank are
welcome.
February
Our Thames River
Steve Sauder of the Upper Thames River Conservation Authority
Thursday, February 3rd 7-9pm
Bloodvein River
David Lee of The Passionate Paddler
Thursday, February 17th 7-9pm
March
The Evolution of Sea Kayaking
Kelly McDowell of The Complete Paddler
Thursday, March 3rd 7-9pm
Temagami Region Misadventures
Kevin Callan
Thursday, March 24th 7-9pm (list provided by John Kleiber)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

UTRCA 2011 Events for Fanshawe CA
Feb 19
Mar 9-11
Apr 16
Apr 17
Jun 18
Jul 9
Aug 20

Fish Show, Western Ont Fish and Game Club, London
Western Fair Farm Show London
Thames River Clean Up and London Clean and Green
London Earth Day
Outdoor Day, Fanshawe CA
Family Fishing Day, Fanshawe CA: Catch & release Family Fishing
Derby Wildwood CA
London Dragon Boat Festival, Fanshawe CA

Mason‘s Chandlery, the Store (submitted by Mark Anderson)
1 Port St E
Mississauga, ON L5G 4N1
Telephone: (905) 278-700
Toll Free: (800) 263-1506
Email: info@thestoremasons.com
As part of its mandate to be Canada‘s leading Marine Hardware store, ‗The Store‘
Mason‘s Chandlery continues to host its spring and fall seminar series. Entitled ‗Learn
from the Experts‘, The Store recruits marine product specialists to provide
lectures and hands-on demonstrations on topics of interest to boaters.
―Our goal is to continually provide information seminars on various aspects of boating,
whether it‘s about cruising down the ICW; how to maintain your winch or
how to work your VHF‖ states Lori Mason owner/operator of The Store – Mason‘s
Chandlery

―We feel it‘s our responsibility to not only sell marine products but to provide boaters
with information on the equipment that we are selling. It‘s our way of making sure that
our customers are current on all the new products and techniques that the industry has
to offer.‖
'Learn from the Experts' Seminars begin January 29th are held Saturday mornings in
February and Saturday mornings and afternoons in March. All seminars are free unless
otherwise specified. Pre-registration is required either online at thestoremasons.com or
by phone at 905-278-7005.
―We want The Store to be a place where boaters feel they can just drop by anytime and
ask questions‖ concludes Mason.

Learn From The Experts
February 12 at 10AM – Adventures on the Toronto Brigantine
Torontobrigantine.org is a charitable organization that develops leadership and life skills
through tall ship sail training programs for youth 13-18 years.
February 19 at 10AM – It‘s The Luff and Leech of Sails
For any boater who thinks he might need new sails, or any new boater that is interested
in learning more about sails. Bob Dyer of Leesails.ca will take participants through the
history of sail making, the different types of sails; how to measure them and how to
identify when you need new sails.
February 26 at 10AM – Common Boat Survey Problems
Marine surveyor Wallace Gouk of Port Credit Marine Surveys will show you a boat
through the eyes of a marine surveyor. Participants will learn what he looks for and why
Play ‗Spot the Deficiencies‘ in our ‗Where‘s the Boat Problem?‘ photo contest and win a
free marine survey courtesy of pcmarinesurveys.com
March 5 – 9:30AM – Gelcoat – Tricks of the Trade
Participants will learn how to repair common Gelcoat damage (chips & scratches) from
Kim Anderson of Dockside Marine. Kim brings his tool kit and demonstrates how to
work magic on a boat.
March 5 – 3PM – KiwiGrip Deck Paint
An in-house demonstration on the benefits of KiwiGrip Deck Paint, the anti-slip marine
deck coating that is safe, durable and easy to use.
March 12 – 10AM – Raymarine Electronics
Roy Shipley of CMC Electronics returns to discuss the latest cameras, GPS/chart
plotters and multi-function display screen technology from Raymarine.
March 12 – 2PM – Standard Horizon Electronics
Gary Young of Paynes Marine will be discussing the broad range of industry leading
VHF radios and GPS chart plotter options from Standard Horizon electronics.
March 19 – 10AM – Paint & Epoxy Your Boat‘s Bottom 2PM – Painting Your
Topsides Kevin Kyle of Interlux Paint will be on hand to discuss the current products
and changes as well as new application systems.
March 26 – 10AM – Battery Charging and Inverter Systems
Gary Young of Payne‘s Marine returns to talk about the fundamentals of battery
charging and inverter systems.

March 26 – 2PM – Alternate Charging Systems
Peter Briffa of Shorewest.ca will discuss alternators, solar options, wire sizing and
voltage drop, VHF antennas and connections.
‗The Store‘ Mason‘s Chandlery is a Canadian owned marine hardware store. A family
operation located in the Port Credit Harbour Marina since 1978. ‗The Store‘ Mason‘s
Chandlery are producers the Port Credit Boat Show.
For more information:
Media Contact:
Heather Robertson
Digital Communications Consultant
416-892-9700|heather.s.robertson@gmail.com
What: 2011 Spring & Summer Events at The Store – Mason‘s Chandlery
Where: 1 Port Street East – Port Credit Harbour Marina
__________________________________________________________

Mason Chandlery Store Events
―We feel it‘s our responsibility to not only just sell products to boaters, but to provide
information on the equipment that we are selling.‘ states Lori Mason, owner of The
Store – Mason‘s Chandlery. ―It‘s our way of making sure that boaters are current on all
the new products and techniques that the industry has to offer. Our goal is to provide
an environment where boaters feel they can just drop by anytime and ask questions.‖
April 2-3: The Store‘s Annual Open House
All weekend long it‘s nothing but special promotions and prizes. Ask your ‗how does this
work‘ questions directly to the marine product specialists.
May 28 & 29:‗Be a Safe & Green Boater‘ Weekend
Join us all weekend long for information on Green Boating Products. Featuring
environmentally safe products, all month. Think Safety. Bring us your flare kit and we‘ll
help you update it. And don‘t leave your old flares and 12V batteries at home –bring
them to us for disposal.
June 18 & 19:Celebrating ‗Big Boys‘ on Father‘s Day
Bring your favourite guy to The Store and we‘ll make sure we have a great selection of
‗toys‘ they need for their boat.
July 23 Silent Auction Fundraiser and BBQ
In support of Ontario Sailing and local boating charities. Join us for a day of fun! But
be quick – bidding goes fast.
August 26-28 See Us at the Port Credit Boat Show
Check out our scratch & dent tent for great deals. And bring us your old boat stuff to sell
in our consignment tent. Proceeds to charity - portcreditboatshow.ca
September 24 Bilge and Locker Sale
Clean out your locker and sell your slightly used boat stuff – rent a table and join our
sale. One boater‘s stuff is another boater‘s treasure.
For more information contact: Heather Robertson
416-892-9700 | heather.s.robertson@gmail.com | @H_Robertson

WOW Women on the Water- Sunday March 20, 2011 RSVP,
11AM to 3PMish
A 2 series session for women, to learn and talk about boating with Lori Mason of The
Store Mason‘s Chandlery
Session 1: Safety: flares PFD‘s, and man overboard
Session 2: basic boat handling, anchoring and mooring, and tying knots.
Lunch and soft drinks included 12:30-1:30PM
‗It doesn‘t matter whether you are a skipper or first mate, there‘s always something to
learn about boating. We share experiences, both good and bad, work out solutions and
generally find camaraderie‘ says Mason. Be sure to bring your questions and concerns
Phone 905-278-7005 info@thestoremasons.com
Register on line: www.thestoremasons.com
Facebook: WOW-Women on the Water

FYC Sailing School Race Team at a Regatta 2011

2011 Sailing School students rigging and sailing

. FYC SHOP
2011 Spring/Summer
Positive Identity Sportswear LORI CHESMAN 519- 659-4633
NEW

Limited qty FYC Burgees $2100

Ladies' Golf Shirt Moisture wicking textured polo.
S - 2XL: $36.00 Colour: Red, White and Navy
Men's GOLF SHIRT
Men's Golf Shirt Moisture wicking textured polo. LEFT CHEST
EMBROIDERED DESIGNS
S - 2XL: $36.00 Colour: Red, White and Navy
SHORT SLEEVE T-SHIRT
Short Sleeve T-shirt 100% cotton preshrunk jersey, double stitched sleeve
and waist hems.
S - X: $13.00 XXL: $15.00 Colours: Red, Sport Grey or Navy
SHORT SLEEVE HENLEY
Short Sleeve Henley Shirt 100% carded open-end cotton 3 wood tone
buttons
S - XL: $29.00 XXL: $32.00 Colours: Navy or Sports Grey
CREW NECK SWEATSHIRT
Crew Neck Sweatshirt 17oz 09/10 cotton/polyester
S - XL: $30.00 XXL: $32.00
Colours: Light Steel, Deep Red, And Navy
SHORT SLEEVE T-SHIRT
Short Sleeve T-Shirt-Youth 100% cotton preshrunk jersey double stitched
sleeve and waist hems.
S - L: $12.00 Colours: Red, Sport Grey or NavyEN & LADIES‘
COAL
Men' & Ladies' Coal Harbour Polar Fleece Vest 100% anti pill polyester
fleece.
S - 4XL: $32.00 Colours: Navy or RedNSHAWE YACHT CLUB
2010
Brushed Cotton Cap Tri-coloured cap, structured low profile, pre-curved
peak, fabric strap with buckle.
ONE SIZE: $13.00 Colour: Navy with Red/White
COTTON CAP
Brushed Cotton Hat Tri-coloured cap, structured low profile, pre-curved
peak, fabric covered short touch strap.
ONE SIZE: $13.00 Colour: Navy with Red Peak
Sport Bag U-shaped zipper, gusseted end pockets with vent holes, zipped down 3
side pocket
25.5‖W x 11.5‖H x 10‖D: $39.00Colour: Red/Black/White and Navy/Black/White
FORMS ARE IN THE CHALET OR UNDER DOWNLOADS AT www.fyc.on.ca

Telltales, tufts, indicators, flappers, woollies - a dear
child has many names. No matter what you call them,
they are an essential aid in steering and trimming.

This article is from the www.wb-sails.fi website
The telltales make the trimming of the sails and the steering of the boat easier. You shouldn't stick
too many telltales on your sails - when sailing, the amount of information streaming in exceeds the
capacity of the crew, so keep it as simple as possible. In this article we explain which telltales are
essential and sufficient at the same time. We recommend not having more telltales than that. The
telltales in the leech should be made of a rather strong nylon strip. Normally they are already
installed by your sail maker. The telltales in the luff should be of woollen yarn glued onto the sail
with a colourful sticky-back.

Steering for VMG
The steering telltales are most useful when sailing
upwind. Steering according to the telltales in light and
medium conditions normally maximizes VMG, i.e. your
speed towards the mark is the greatest. A high VMG
does not necessarily mean the highest speedometer
values, but indicates the ideal combination of boat
speed, pointing and leeway.

Mainsail telltales

Leech tails

In the mainsail telltales are only needed in the leech. Cut them out of an inch wide nylon strip and
sew them into the ends of the batten pockets. The right length is from six to twelve inches. On the
race course colourful strips are the best but if you are racing at night, you are better off using white
telltales because they show clearly against the dark sky. That's why the telltales on offshore racers
often are white.

Both the main and the jib should have two to four telltales in the leech, used to proper sheeting.
The leech tails, as well as the telltales for steering, are of the most value in light to medium air. The
telltale at the end of the top batten pocket is essential when adjusting the proper twist for the main
sail. When the telltale disappears behind the sail, the sheet is too tight and the sail has too little
twist. In a light winds (5 to 10 kn) the top telltale should be flying for about half of the time. In less
than about five knots the leech tails won't work properly. When the wind picks up, the sail is
flattened and all the telltales normally stream aft.

Steering tails
The telltales near the luff of the sail are used as a steering aid
when sailing upwind. If you are pointing too high the windward
telltales "stall", i.e. point straight up or stream forwards or twirl
around restlessly. If you are sailing too low the leeward telltales
hang down and die, which is a sign of a serious steering error - the
leeward telltales should always stream steadily aft. When the
leeward telltales stall, the jib trimmer should ease the sheet until
the helmsman is back onto his proper course again. Stalling the
leeward telltales means that the whole foresail is about to stall. It
then loses most of its drive and only the heeling force remains.
The windward telltales indicate different things depending of the
wind strength. In light winds your heading is correct when both the
windward and leeward telltales stream steadily aft. The maximum
speed is achieved by steering so high that the windward telltales
are just about to twirl. In medium winds the best speed is achieved
when the windward telltales jump up at steady intervals. Telltale 1,
telltale 2, telltale 3 - jump - telltales 1...
When the wind increases the telltales become less important as an
indicator of the proper course. Steer the boat according to the
heeling angle and the wave conditions and never mind the
(windward) telltales.

The two telltales below the top one tell us about the overall shape of the sail. When the top telltale
streams steadily aft but the second one is stalling, your main is either too full in the middle and /or
too flat in the top. Bending the mid-section of the mast normally helps. The stalling of the lower
telltales may also indicate that your jib is sheeted too loosely, and causes the airflow to separate
on the leeward side of the main. Closing the gap by moving the jib lead forward/inward or changing
into a larger genoa will help.
The main sheet is the most important trimming device on your boat, and the top leech tail is the
best indicator of the main sheet tension. The required tension on the main sheet depends of the
boat you have; use the top leech tail when you are looking for the right trim in different condition. In
less than 5 knots of wind adjust the sheet so that the upper tail is visible only sometimes. In
medium air the upper tail should show itself about 50% of the time, and in heavy air all leech tails
must fly constantly.
Jib leech telltales
The telltales in the leech of the genoa behave somewhat differently from the ones in the main.
Never sheet your genoa so tight that all the telltales in the leech stall! Before stalling, the telltales
become slow and lazy; that indicates your maximum trim. However, if your boat has a high &
narrow jib, with little overlap (like on some one-designs), you may allow the leech tails to stall from
time to time in a light air and medium airs. The top telltale is again the most important as it is
usually the first one to react to the wrong trim. In some boats the spreaders restrict how far in the
genoa can come. In these boats the top telltale may still stream aft when the middle one already
stalls - ease the sheet a hair. In older jibs the leech may start to hook in and the telltales become
then less reliable.

On a reach...

Sticking tails
on headsails
Install the
telltales at the
half and quarter
points down the
leech. Two pairs of steering telltales should be
installed in the luff of the sail approximately ten to
twenty inches behind the luff rope *) and four to
eight feet above the tack. In small boats the
telltales should be lower and nearer to the luff
than in bigger boats. Don't set the telltales at the
same spot on different sides of the sail but always
fix the starboard telltale an inch higher. When
sailing towards the sun it may otherwise be
difficult to distinguish the windward telltale from
the leeward one. If you happen to forget which
telltale is higher look at the mainsail numbers;
they follow the same rule.
It's a good idea to have two sets of steering
telltales. One set should be installed a bit higher
and closer to the luff than the other. The telltales
further away from the luff are more forgiving and
you should steer according to them in rough seas
and in heavy winds. The telltales closer to the luff
are more sensitive and you should use them in
smooth seas and lighter conditions.
The telltales get easily stuck - avoid installing them too close to the seams. If the lower telltales
have got stuck, or if the crew is obscuring the view, you can steer by the upper set. The telltales
shouldn't be installed higher than where you can reach from the foredeck, so that you can easily
free them in case they get stuck. One way to release a telltale is to smack the clew - this helps to
avoid the unnecessary trips to the foredeck.
The top telltale set is to be installed nearer to the luff than the steering telltales. They are mainly
used when determining the right amount of twist for the jib on a reach.
*) The correct distance from the luff depends on the sail size: stick your driving tales at a distance
of 7, 5-15% of the width of the sail at the level of the telltales.

... telltales are used for trimming the sails. The helmsman steers by the compass or to a fixed point
in the horizon and it is the crew's duty to keep trimming the sails so that the telltales stream
steadily aft. On a reach the top telltales in a jib are of good value when determining the right twist,
which is otherwise very difficult, especially with high aspect ratio jibs. If the windward top telltales
are stalling, move the jib lead forward. Remember that you can rely on the telltales only in light and
medium conditions. In strong winds the heel becomes the main trimming indicator and the excess
power has to be released by increasing the twist. The jib trim on a reach is always a compromise
between the upper and lower sections of the sail. It might be a good idea to move the jib lead all
the way out to the toe rail and forward so that the windward top telltale streams steadily aft.
Normally it is very difficult to get both the top and bottom telltales to work well together.
The top telltales also give an indication of the sag of the headstay. If the windward telltale wobbles
all the time, the top section of the sail may be too full; try straightening the headstay. However, it is
quite normal that the windward tail streams right up when it gets windy and you are overpowered.
Don't use the luff telltales when looking for the right position for the jib lead - the information you
get is often more harmful than beneficial. You may have the lead way back but the sheet very tight,
and the telltales be streaming fine, or vice versa. The correct jib trim is always a combination of
lead position and sheet tension, and there is no single right lead position.
If the leeward telltales are stalling or streaming forward, you are sailing too low. Come up a bit, or
ease the jib sheet. In light air, steer just on the verge of collapsing the leeward tails.
If the windward telltales are continuously jumping up but the boat isn't heeling excessively, you are
sailing too high. In medium air on an ideal heading the telltales jump up at three to four second
intervals. In stronger winds (15 kn +) ignore the telltales and steer by the heel angle
Telltales make trimming and steering easier. One should not, however, stare his eyes out at them.
If the cut of your jib is too flat, you will achieve the best speed by steering the boat so low that the
leeward telltales are partly stalling. You should try to make the jib fuller by letting the head stay sag
a bit. On the other hand, if your jib is too full (which inevitably happens to all sails at some stage
when the wind picks up) you should steer the boat so that the windward telltales are twirling up. In
strong winds, let the telltales live their own lives and steer the boat according to heel and sea
conditions.

Flow separation
& boundary
layers

When the wind sweeps past the sail its velocity near the sail surface decreases because of the
friction. This so called boundary layer can be over 2 inches thick in the middle on the windward
side and in the leech on the leeward side of the sail. When the velocity of the air stream decreases
to a certain point the boundary layer separates from the sail. The telltales indicate how the
boundary layer is behaving at different moments in different parts of the sail. The separation of the
boundary layer always means a significant loss in power and is to be avoided at all cost. This is
why the telltales are so useful, and why we try to trim the sail so that they always stream steadily
aft.

The graph below represents the forward force or the driving force at different apparent wind
angles for a 40-footer in a light wind (AWS = 12 kn).
The driving force increases steeply until the apparent wind angle is 21¡. Until then there is a
separation bubble on the windward side of the sail, which gradually disappears. The windward
telltale wobbles or streams upwards and the luff of the main may backwind. The 22¡ apparent wind
angle is optimal for this setting of the sails; both telltales are streaming steadily aft. This is when
the driving force in relation to the heeling force is at its maximum.

Separation bubbles
The sail is often compared to a wing of an airplane. A sail, however, has one aerodynamic
characteristic that makes the comparison feeble. In the luff of a sail the airflow always gets
separated from the sail surface on one side or the other, creating a separation bubble. The thick
and round leading edge of a wing - or a keel of a sailboat - eliminates the separation of the
boundary layer, which improves the efficiency of the foil considerably.

Windward side bubble
When the airflow meets the luff of the sail in too steep an angle, it separates and a separation
bubble forms. The bubble is like a small eddy where air circulates around in the same spot. The
tighter the sail is sheeted the longer the separation bubble will be. The airflow reattaches to the sail
behind the separation bubble. Depending on the size of the bubble and the position of the steering
telltales they either stream steadily aft, twirl in a funny way or in the worst case even stream
forwards against the wind.
If you are pointing too high the bubble forms on the windward side of the sail. The bubble on the
windward side is less harmful than the one on the leeward side; in heavy winds there is always a
bubble of some length on the windward side of the sail.
Smooth flow The very luff of the sail nearly always has a separation bubble on one side or the
other which is why the telltales shouldn't be installed too close to the luff. When the sail is sheeted
properly and the boat is on its ideal course, the telltales on both sides of the sail stream steadily
aft.
In this case, the separation bubble at the luff is then extremely small and alternates from one side
to the other. The airflow meets the luff of the sail at an ideal angle and the flow is smooth at both
sides of the sail.
Leeward side bubble If you are sailing too low, or if the sail is sheeted in too hard, a separation
bubble forms on the leeward side. This is very harmful to the performance and should be avoided
at all times.
Independently of the luff separation bubble, the airflow may get detached from the sail just before
the leech on the leeward side. The eddy formed like this makes the leech telltale disappear behind
the sail.

When bearing off further the driving force still increases, but less steeply than earlier. The airflow
starts to get detached more and more on the leeward side of the sail, as shown by the stalling of
the leeward telltales.
In this computer simulation only the course the boat sailed is altered while the sheeting of the sails
remains the same. In a real situation the sheeting of the sails would be adjusted according to the
course.
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