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The Renes have been active
members both in sailing and time
committed to the club for many years.
In the days when our club boundaries
were outlined in a chain draped from
post to post and the cedars were knee
high, Bert was sailing a Wayfarer on
Fanshawe Lake. Currently, Josie and
Bert have a Sirius 22 “Tiffany” to
cruise our grand waterway.
Josie has been exceptional in
her help in the kitchen whenever
needed and has been involved in the
organization of social events such as
potluck dinners. Kitchen duty has
never been a really easy position to fill
and she cannot be thanked enough for
happily stepping in.

Merry Christmas
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Bert has been very instrumental in work on our
dock. In the day, he helped replace 2X4’s along the edge
of the main dock strung with clothesline to string the tire
bumpers onto. Needless to say, this would be an annual
repair. A team of members eventually got together and
developed our current dock edging of a metal edge with
hooks to suspend the tires on chain. The hooks were
made in a Secondary School workshop (arranged by a
member who taught). Bert welded those hooks on the
length of the dock. Later, he ran wire along the dock
edges to attach rings to for the purpose of securing our
yachts to. More recently, Bert prepared and welded the
removable metal ladders on the dock that make easier
access to the dories and boats with our changing water
levels.
Even with this work accomplished, Bert
continues to maintain the ladders taking them home on
the occasional winter for a paint.
The Renes did received the coveted ‘Member of
the Year’ award in 2004 and continue to be strong
supportive sailing members of FYC
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The Editors of this edition disclaim any and all responsibility for any kind of injury or damages sustained which may result from application of any or all ideas or suggestions
appearing in any articles of Dockside Scuttlebutt. The Editors of this edition furthermore give no warranty, express or implied, as to the merchantability, fitness for purpose,
advertised quality, or any matter of any products advertised in Dockside Scuttlebutt or appearing in any articles of said newsletter.

Editor’s Notes
As this year comes to a
close and we begin preparations
for a new Season of Sailing, both
Suzanne & I wish you a
wonderful Christmas as you
reflect on the past Sailing Season
and begin the New Year
anticipating another
year of
happy times on the waters
available to us in this beautiful
country.
Fanshawe Yacht Club is a
wonderful place to hang out and
enjoy sailing as a beginner and a
full fledged sailor. We wish you
many happy memories as you
plan for another year of pleasure
and adventure.
Looking at the budget at
our last membership Budget
Meeting, enticed me to do some
figuring out in how we as the
Reporter and Editor of the
Scuttlebutt could help with the
costs and Budget for the
Membership. This past year we
were able to cut costs a bit with
the procedure we are now
following to forward the
Scuttlebutt to our Membership.
The Printing and mailing of each
Scuttlebutt takes about 2 minutes

of time and $1.25 per issue. This
in itself for one issue seems very
easy to deal with cost wise. Six
issues per year comes to $7.50 per
member. How many members
would be willing to save the club
the $7.50 per year to be used
elsewhere? 100 members would
be $750.00 of membership funds
that could help with our
deteriorating buildings or wherever
the Membership should deem fit to
use the extra funds.
How do we propose to do this you
ask? While filling out your next
Membership for 2007 make a
special note of the change in
options for receiving your mailings
by having the option to receive
mailings by email only. If 100
members would opt to this choice,
it is your choice, we would save
just with the Scuttlebutt Issues
$750.00. Presently most of the
membership have been receiving
BOTH Snail Mail and Email
copies.
It is our hope to have
approval from the Membership to
be able to use these options by
posting the mailed items on the
Website in a format acceptable by
you the Members either open to

FYC 2006—Events Corner
First Monday of each month
Executive Meetings
Jan 10
Winter Wednesday Night Out,
at King’s Buffet 1389 Dundas E 6PM
Jan 25
Annual General Meeting,
HMCS Prevost Meeting Room, 19 Becher St , 7PM

Feb 14
Feb 22

Winter Wednesday Night Out,
King’s Buffet 1389 Dundas E 6PM
FYC General Meeting,
HMCS Prevost Meeting Room, 19 Becher St , 7PM

Mar 14
Mar 23

Winter Wednesday Night Out,
King’s Buffet 1389 Dundas E 6PM
FYC General Meeting,
HMCS Prevost Meeting Room, 19 Becher St , 7PM

Apr 11
Apr 20

Winter Wednesday Night Out,
King’s Buffet 1389 Dundas E 6PM
FYC General Meeting,

the Public or by a Password format.
Here you will by email receive a
notice with a link attached to the
Scuttlebutt found on the FYC
Website. This will eliminate your
computer getting bogged down and
you then will be able to print off a
Color copy for yourself.
Are you one of the members that
would take the 2 minutes per issue
of mailing in the comfort of your
home or office to save the .51
postage, .60 paper, .14 per envelope
for each mailing?
If so mark
carefully on your next membership
form to select email type of
communication versus Snail Mail.
Be sure to clearly mark your email
address for this method.
We certainly understand that there
are members who have no other
option but to use the Snail Mail
format and that is not a problem, we
gladly use the Snail Mail Method as
the alternative.
Have a Blessed Christmas Season
and a Happy
New Year!

From the
Crows Nest
—

Alice

The Toronto Boat Show
The London Power Squadron has a bus going to the
Toronto Show for the day and anyone interested can
arrange to get a seat. The bus will leave the HMCS
Prevost 19 Becher St at 8 AM (sharp!) on Sat Jan 29,
2007 and returns by 10:30 – 11:30 PM that same day.
Cost is $70.00 per seat and includes: Snacks, 50/50
draws and bingo on the trip there. Admission to the
show, Dinner at the Mandarin Chinese Buffet in
Mississauga, Movie on the return trip
To reserve a seat
contact:
Sandy Mc Caw at
519-471-6414
or email
smccaw@uwo.ca

HMCS Prevost Meeting Room, 19 Becher St , 7PM
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Commodore’s Corner
Vacancies on the FYC Executive
Fellow members,
Looking forward to the
2007 season, there will be
vacancies on the FYC executive
for the Fleet Captain (responsible
for docks and moorings) and the
Rear Commodore (responsible for
the racing program, regattas and
social events) that we must fill to
keep the Club running effectively.
For a relatively new member,
joining the executive is a great way
to learn how the Club operates and
meet the other people involved in
sailing at Fanshawe. The tasks of
each of the officers on the

Sailing School News
- by Peter Wilkins

Christmas is coming so all
the boats are put away for another
season. A big “THANK YOU”
goes out to all the people that
helped tuck our treasures in for the
winter. Special thanks to Peter and
Andrew, our senior instructors, who
were out several days to lead the
effort. Backing them up were
other school staff members, some
students (juniors and adults), some
students’ parents and several FYC
members. As the saying goes,
“many hands make the work light!”
The boathouse is now truly living
up to its name!!
Once the boats and stuff
were all put away, I was able to sit
with Peter and Andrew to review
this past summer discussing the
successes and the tribulations. We
talked about ways to improve our
efforts and we came up with some
ideas for changes in the future - a
worthwhile time for sure.
In early November, Andrew
and I were away at Port Credit Y.C.
to participate in the annual OSA
Symposium. This was the second
year back for me to this event and

executive are clearly explained in
the club manuals, and any new
officer can count on the help and
support of the other members of
the club to “get the job done”.
I’d particularly like to see
one of the younger members of the
Club now active in racing
volunteer to join the executive and
take on the position of Rear
Commodore. This position offers
good opportunities to gain
organizing experience, to work
with sailors from other clubs, and
at the same time to participate in
making the decisions that keep our
Club afloat.
Don’t forget - Fanshawe
Yacht Club is owned and operated
by its members. It has only

flourished over the past fifty years
because some of its members were
generous with their time and took an
enthusiastic part in managing its
operations. Without that interest and
generosity, the club cannot survive
for much longer as a volunteer
organization, and the Club and the
unique sailing facility we have all
come to know and enjoy will be
lost.
If you feel you could take on
either of these positions for the
Club, please speak to Paul
Chesman, Mark Anderson, or
myself.

and we found it very informative
and re-assuring to hear from other
clubs and schools around the
province and to learn that the
problems that we face are
common to a lot of others and that
there are answers and there are
ways to get around the troubles.
Lots of good info in return for a
small investment in time.
For 2007, we will try to
plan it so that we can offer adult
classes through the summer,
perhaps by using additional parttime instructor staff. This year
was the second time that we
offered the adult courses only in
June to avoid several difficulties
that presented in the summer. The
down-side of such a program is
that we lose several potential
students because they don’t call us
until it is too late for them to get
into the June courses. We hate to
let anyone get away, so we will
try to offer it another way.
The Silver/Race program
met with good success this
summer and we will continue it
with some refinements to the firstrun Silver and some evolutions
into the Gold level. Our first race
team was quite evident at the

Pumpkin Regatta with four team
members competing along with
students from other levels and two
of the instructors - a good boost for
FYC racing.
As I write this, I am also
preparing for the Executive meeting
tomorrow evening, where I will
propose that the sailing school
participate with a booth in the
London Home Builders’
Association Lifestyle Home show at
the end of January. The 2007 show
will include a new feature area
billed as the “Adventure Expo”
catering to adult free-time activities
and adventure opportunities. The
LHBA is excited about this new
feature and they are eager to include
us in the show, so I am looking
forward to good things coming out
of it. Watch for it!!
That’s all the news from the
Boathouse that I can think of this
issue, so now
I have to run
and get the
tree set up in
the
living
room.
Merry
Christmas!!
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Sincerely,
John Bryant
Commodore, FYC.

The 49th Annual Fanshawe
Yacht Club Banquet
submitted by Suzanne Goldt

This year’s banquet was
enjoyed by over 60 FYC members
and UTRCA staff. The Four
Season’s Restaurant provided a
most enjoyable turkey dinner which
was followed by
good
companionship. Following is the
End-of-Season Address given by
our Commodore, John Bryant. Bob
Kennedy presented the major
Racing Awards for this year’s
racing best including the Champion
of Champs , Brad Biskaborn. We
had a large number of photos
donated from sailors that showed
life around the club and at racing
and cruising events attended by
members away from the club.
Thanks to all the members
providing photos: Bobby Hampton,
Hans Schaffner, Amy Biskaborn,
Carleen Hone, Alice Jukema, Rick
Goldt, John Bryant, Mark & Mary
Metel and Kevin Biskaborn. We
also had a large number of items
donated for prizes, thanks to all the
donors.
Finally, I must extend thanks
to everyone who helped with the
e v e n t … P a u l C h e s m an (o u r
e xe c u t i ve su p p o rt ), Sh a ro n
Biskaborn, Betty Dietrich and
Hilary Burgess. This year required
less leg work than some of the past
years but we couldn’t do without
our team! Next year will be the 50th
Annual Banquet… if you have
ideas that could make the event
extra special…please let any of the
above team members know.
And now for our Commodore!!!

Commodore’s Address FYC
Banquet 2006
Welcome all of you to our
Annual Banquet for 2006. It’s
wonderful to see so many friends,
old and new, at this event to
celebrate the end of another
successful sailing season for our

club and sailing school.
As we leave the 2006
season, it is very clear that the
nature of the sport of sailing at
Fanshawe is changing. The
makeup of our club is now much
more a cruising club than the
dinghy racing club that it was only
a few years ago.
Our total membership
seems to have stabilized at about
120 members, but as the years go
by we have more and more crew
and leasing members and fewer
owner members – the ones who are
the core of our club. This may look
gloomy for the sport of sailing
until we look at our Laser Fleet. It
has grown significantly in the last
couple of years as some of our
cruiser members re-discover the
fun of Laser racing against their
sons and daughters. There does
seem to be some light at the end of
the tunnel for our club if we can
hang on till the next generation
takes over!
Racing: With considerable
misgivings this year we had to
abandon the June Bug Regatta we
have held for many years because
our Race Committee felt we
couldn’t muster enough members
trained to run an open event. The
open regatta has been combined
with our Commodore’s Cup event
and was run in early June. I’m sure
Bob Kennedy will expand on that
in his remarks. But although this
first event in our year may be in
decline, our Wednesday Night
Racing has become very popular
with many members. We have had
as many as 18 boats of all sizes
taking part in informal contests in
some evenings. Wednesday night
is as competitive as the
participants choose to make it. For
our Laser sailors, it seems every
outing is a serious race! Many
thanks to John Burgess, Brian
Perry and Otto Biskaborn for
organizing the Wednesday racing
for us.
Cruising: For our
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dedicated cruisers, the annual trip
to Georgian Bay is the high point
of their year – and this year was
no exception. I’m always nostalgic
for past times when I read the tales
and see the photos from these trips
– so just keep them coming,
Hilary, John, Hans and Mike!
Social Events: Our club is
almost a totally volunteer
organization and I’d like to pay
tribute to the large number of
members who ‘made it all happen’
through the year. Since this is an
annual banquet, I couldn’t start in
a better place than right here – to
recognize Betty Dietrich, Sue
Goldt, Sharon Biskaborn and
Hilary Burgess who went to work
6 months ago to put the banquet
together for us. Many thanks to
each of you for taking the
initiative on this major event and
bringing it to a happy conclusion.
And while we are on the
subject of social matters, let’s
recognize Sue Goldt and Alice
Jukema for all the work they have
done this year with the club’s
newsletter. Sue’s winning style
seems to be able to bring out lots
of rich stories from our members
about the cruises they have made
and spots they have visited p l u s
profiling some of our core
members for us.
Alice has a gift for
organizing the material for us and
publishing it for us in a great
format. Thanks Sue and Alice!
Marketing: Realizing the
steady change going on in our
member profile, attracting new
members to the club and students
to our school is a major concern
for all of us. The main ways we
use to interest new members in
sailing with us are our advertising
brochures, press adverts and our
open day. For their work in these
areas, I’d like to recognize Bobby
Hampton and Mike Morris for
publicity and advertising and
Stuart and Rosemary Dickinson
for organizing open day for us –

plus of course, everyone who
helped them to make this year’s
Open Day such a success. We’re
never sure exactly how many
members we gain directly at this
Open Day, but it certainly does do
its job of “getting our name out
there’ – so thanks again to all of
Bobby, Mike, Stuart and Rosemary
and to all the members who took
part in Open Day greeting visitors,
organizing the visitors on the dock
and giving boat rides. Open Day
really does make a difference!
Peter Wilkins and the
Sailing School: Another member
whose work for the club isn’t often
recognized is Peter Wilkins, our
Sailing School Director. Peter put
in a great deal of time behind the
scenes organizing the school each
year, setting up the places and the
budget for the season, recruiting
staff and guiding the program. This
year Peter brought in a new
program – instruction at the OSC
Silver Level - that provided 9 of
our most enthusiastic students the
opportunity to learn to race and to
attend several regattas across
southern Ontario. Not only did our
students achieve well in these
regatta’s and in our own Pumpkin
Regatta, , they advertised our club
at the regattas they attended –
which resulted in us receiving more
outside visitors to our Pumpkin
Regatta than we expected.
This year’s school trained
54 youth students in the White Sail
Program, 16 at the Bronze Level

and 9 at the Silver Level plus 55
adults in the White Sail Program.
Eighteen of these went on to
become leasing members. So, many
thanks to Peter Wilkins, Brad
Biskaborn, Peter Norris, Andrew
Dittmer and their instructors at the
sailing School for running the
program this summer.
Dragon Boaters: A major
development in the club this year
was the extension of Group
Membership to the Wonderland
Dragon Boat Club. We’ve had
group members for a number of
years, Community Living London
and Woodeden Camp- but these
members have not been physically
able to take part in the life of our
club. The Dragon Boaters are
something else altogether. When
they joined the Club, we
immediately gained 25 hale and
hearty men and women as group
members. In return for stowing
their boat and gear, the Dragon
boaters have already made a highly
valued contribution to the life of
our Club by helping at our social
events and by taking part in the fall
work parties.
I can’t claim to have had any
part in the successful overture to
the Wonderland Dragon Boat group
– that was the work of Ralph Smith
and Gord Stewart while they were
on the Executive. Ralph and Gord
were quick to recognize the
opportunity and they extended the
invitation to the Dragon Boaters
just to give them a place to train

Dragon Boats

Sitting out on the Dragon boat
would probably have been better
for my waistline. But oh well—
there’s days next season!
“Down-time” for the dragon boat
club is a good time to discuss the
2007 season and ways to
increase our membership. We’ll
be meeting in the new year to get
things rolling.
Until then, I hope everyone has a
safe winter.

Submitted by Brenda Pentland

"Down-time”
It’s hard to believe that 2006 will
soon be just a memory! Having a
snow day this past weekend
afforded me the opportunity to
enjoy a fun time with
my family.
We
rented movies and
munched
on
homemade cookies!
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and moor their Dragon Boats while
the water at Springbank Dam was
low. That offer, confirmed by the
FYC members at the April General
Meeting, has lead to a valuable
membership that has benefited both
Clubs. We’re very pleased to have
Brenda Pentland and her Dragon
Boaters as group members of FYC
and we hope that the partnership will
extend well into the future.
Our Treasurer: I am sure
there are many other accolades
coming from our other speakers, but
while I still have the floor, I’d like to
mention one other member who isn’t
at the Club very often, gets little
recognition but is doing a
tremendous job for us behind the
scenes – our Treasurer – Perry
Meunier. Perry handles all our bills,
manages our accounts and budgets
and keeps our financial affairs in
excellent order. I’d like you to
extend your appreciation of the work
he does for us even though he might
not be here tonight.
And now for my final
message – we’re lucky this year to
have our executive take 4 members
into 2007 but we are still looking for
a member to join the Executive as
Fleet Captain for 2007. Maintaining
our management team is a survival
measure for us – so please _ let your
name go forward for this post.
Thanks – and enjoy!
John Burgess, a graphic artist, was
commissioned to render the Canada
1 Yacht that raced some years ago.
This is the picture he drew.

2006 Annual Budget
Meeting
by Suzanne Goldt

On Nov. 30, the annual budgets
summaries for 2006 to date and the
projected budgets for 2007 for the
yacht club and sailing school were
presented and passed. If you had
been unable to attend the meeting
and wished a copy of the budget,
please contact the club Secretary,
Bobby Hampton.
One topic at the meeting was
re the wonderful addition the
Dragon Boaters have made to the
FYC membership. As seen in a
further article, we have a second
group of Dragon boaters joining the
club in 2007. The total will be 4
boats with crew for three (or 60
members) and a potential crew of 20
for the fourth boat should that
happen by summer.
A number of projects were
identified in the budgets for the
2007 season in projected expenses:
For the club: a new steel
roof with ridge ventilation on the
chalet, siding on the south wall of
the chalet (washroom end) with a
view to fully siding the chalet over
the coming years, grading of the
gravel road, barge welding and
painting, purchase of a person hoist
and sling, repairs and painting of the
boat hoist, plastic window covers on
the barge race hut and trailer area
parking signage.
For the sailing school:
purchase of two sailing prams (such
as Opti’s) to begin a program for
younger children.

Membership Applications
and Receiving
Correspondence
The 2007
membership
applications will be in the mail
towards the end of January and are
due in by March 1st to avoid a late
fee. If you are away in that time
period, you can send a post dated
cheque to the Membership Chair,
Otto Biskaborn, for the amount of

the club membership only (passes
and boat storage fees can be paid
later) to ensure the deadline is met
and late fees not charged.

Correspondence
on the application form will be a
place to indicate whether you are
willing to receive the FYC
correspondence and newsletter by
email or prefer to receive it by
smail (that is, Canada Post).
Some members do not have
computers so regular post
certainly will be their choice.
Presently, the default arrangement
is that all members receive
information by post so many
members are receiving mail from
both sources.
Email is especially helpful
for providing information quickly
whether it be notification of a
problem on the grounds, the
notice of meeting, social or
sailing events or the newsletter.
Mailing the newsletter is more
costly in money and the time to
print and collate the newsletter
then to stuff/ stamp/address the
envelops. Although the newsletter
is published in colour, the mailed
version is black and white to
reduce costs. With fewer full club
members we would like to reduce
these costs even further so that the
monies can be directed elsewhere
in the club budget.
Some members have
mentioned that it may take a
while to download the newsletter
so Alice and I are working on an
arrangement to make it easier to
view and download the file. We
hope that will be in place in the
near future.
Meanwhile, the hope is
that the default distribution will
be by email and those members
who prefer to continue to receive
the information by regular post
will have the opportunity to do so
by noting this on the application.

Fall Work Parties
At the time of this newsletter, the
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two feet of snow makes the work
parties appear as something of the
far, far distant past! The four work
parties successfully completed all
the tasks and repairs needed to
close down the club for the winter
months enjoying a hearty meal
together at the club on each day.
Thank you to all of the volunteers
who gave generously of their time.
Our club certainly could not
manage without you.

The Adventure Expo and
FYC
….We need Some Help From
You
The London Home Builders
Association is holding the Lifestyle
Home Show at the Western
Fairgrounds on Fri Jan 26 (12-9),
Sat Jan 27 (10-9) and Sun Jan 28
(10-5). This year they are
introducing the Adventure Expo at
which the FYC Sailing School and
Yacht club will share a booth. This
is an excellent opportunity to
market our club as well as to find
information on other lifestyle
choices.
If you would be willing to
help man the booth on a 3 hour
shift (or whatever time you can
offer), please call Peter Wilkins or
Paul Chesman to arrange a time.
What better way to spend a January
weekend than to talk sailing
through the day!

Many Thanks to the
Dietrich Bros!!
By Vice Commodore Paul Chesman

On Sunday last Steve
Dietrich and his brother came out
to the club with a boom truck and
turned over the barge so we could
start to clean and repair the hulls
for spring. Its nice to know that
we have members that will go
the extra mile for the club. It
took considerable time and effort
to get the equipment out to
the club, and I would just
like to say thank you
again to them both.

Rowbust Dragonboat
racing team considers
moving to FYC
The Wonderland Dragon
Boat Club became a corporate
member of FYC in April this year
so that they could train on a larger
body of water and have an
established base to moor their boat
and keep their gear. I’m sure I
speak for all FYC members in
saying that our association with the
members of WDB has been a winwin situation – WDB has found an
assured place from which to do
their training, and we have gained
twenty cheerful group members
who have strongly supported FYC
events throughout the year. Now
we have an opportunity to extend
our association with Dragon
Boaters by offering to host a
second group, the Rowbust
Dragonboat Racing Team.
For the 2006 season, these
energetic breast cancer survivors
have been training out of the
Rowing Club on Fanshawe Lake,
but the Rowing Club has no
mooring facilities to keep their
boats on the water. They have had
to lift their heavy boats in and out
of the water each time they go out.
Even for twenty or more people, a
1200-pound dragon boat is pretty
difficult to handle on a floating
dock!
On Saturday December 2nd
the members of the Wonderland
Dragon Boat group invited ViceCommodore Paul Chesman and I to
meet members of the Rowbust
team, to explore whether FYC
would be ready to host both
Dragon Boat clubs. Rowbust is the
larger group – they have two boats
and at least forty members. The
ladies of Rowbust had prepared a
very complete presentation about
their club that answered most of
the questions we had, and we hope
they will present it again to more
FYC members at our AGM in
January. In hosting the Rowbust

Nautical Terms Brain Teaser—answers found on bottom of page 8
What are the following Nautical Terms? - Submitted by Graham Forster
Aftermost, Akkers, All aback, All A-Taunto, All in the wind
team, FYC would gain a corporate
membership and forty group
members, who would be using the
Club facilities early in the
mornings or Tuesday and
Thursday evenings – times when
the Club is not busy with our
sailing members. There are a
number of technical issues that
would have to be resolved,
perhaps the biggest being how we
could securely moor three dragon
boats along the FYC shoreline,
but we feel that these can be
overcome without too much
difficulty.
Paul and I both feel that
having the Rowbust Team
become members of FYC offers
us a new and exciting facet to the
club life that we should embrace
at once. It isn’t often that we have
the opportunity to increase our
club membership by almost 30%
in one year!
To conclude the meeting,
Paul and I, representing the FYC
Executive agreed to support the
application of Rowbust
Dragonboat Racing Team to
become a group member of FYC
on the same terms as the
Wonderland Dragon Boat Club,
subject to the final approval of the
membership at the FYC Annual
General Meeting.
At the AGM, let’s welcome
Rowbust to our Club!
John Bryant
Commodore, FYC

2007 Cruises With the
Trailer Sailor Association
The party is over and the
following is the schedule for this
group for 2007. The main cruise
week will be June 23-June 30 in the
Thousand Islands. Some folks are
going to de rig and head up the
Rideau Canal following
this week of sailing.
Next is a week on Lake
Champlain. No firm date yet but I
believe this yearly cruise by the New
England Trailer Sailors is the first
week of July.
The last outing of the year
will be a week in the Erie Canal
around October 5-9.
There may be a rendezvous on
Memorial Day weekend and Labour
Day Weekend on Cayuga Lake out
of Ithaca New York. I have been to
th e Ca yu g a ga th e ri n g s a n d
find it too far to travel for a long
weekend. The State of New York has
put into effect restrictions that really
limit where you can tie up for the
night. I won't return there even
though it is an interesting place to
sail.
The folks who organize these
events are very knowledgeable and
personable people. I have found them
excellent company to sail with.
Many have musical instruments and
you can bet there will be fun and
music during the cruise
weeks.
Anyone seeking
more information can
contact me. Mike Morris

Christmas in the heart
Puts Christmas in the air
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The Importance of Charts!!
Submitted by Ralph Smith

In the short article I wrote
for the October issue, I recounted
some of the statements made by
P/Cdr Des Rosiers, all relevant to
safe boating. The one that I thought
was very appropriate was the
statement that though electronics
have about taken over navigation, a
chart is still a most important part
of our equipment.
Each year, we go to our
time share in St Maarten and each
year I gaze at one of the most
notable examples of the need to
refer to charts as a GPS will not
show the big rock just ahead. Back
in 1801, a British ship
“discovered” the rock now named
after the destroyed vessel,
“Proselyte Reef”. The captain of
this wooden hulled ship could not
be faulted as the rocky reef, at that
time was unknown, the highest

point of the obstruction being
some 15 feet below the surface.
However, strike it they did! From
the high promontory on St
Maarten,
known as Fort
Amsterdam, the locals witnessed
the disaster and rowed out the
couple of miles to save as many
sailors as they could. Now, and
for the more than 15 years I have
been visiting the area, the “reef” is
marked with a very visible buoy
with a light flashing a group of
nine every 6 seconds – very
visible both in darkness and in
daylight!.
Only a few years ago, on a
cruise ship in the area, most
certainly equipped with the
ultimate in electronic navigation
equipment, a passenger suffered a
serious heart attack. The Captain
chose to put the person ashore in
Phillipsburg on St Maarten for
medical care and for the eventual

success. This may seem like a
A Letter from the Royal
Canadian Sea Cadet Corps small gesture, but it was very much
appreciated.
‘Courageous”
We at one point needed to
Greetings John and Peter,
On behalf of the cadets
from our Sea Cadet unit (Royal
Canadian Sea Cadet
Corps
'COURAGEOUS'), please accept
this heartfelt thank you for not only
the use of your facilities but also
for the assistance we received and
the
warm reception that we
received from members of the
yacht club and sailing school.
The Yacht club members
once again popped around to make
sure we were comfortable in our
surroundings and repeatedly asked
if there was anything we were in
need of to make the week a

make a small repair to one of the
echo boats and the sail school staff
were most helpful in lending us
some of their supplies and
equipment.
We have a small token of
appreciation for the Yacht Club
and the Sail School so if you could
let me know if there are any
executive or general meetings
planned, I'd appreciate the
opportunity to pop in.
Thanks again!
Sarah Lavigne
Sub-Lieutenant
XO 37 Courageous

Answers to Nautical Dictionary
Aftermost—An object identified as one that is nearest the stern
Akkers—The general term for the unit of currency in any port
All aback—1. With all sails back 2. Startled
All A Taunto—With everything set up and shipshape.
All in the Wind—So close to the wind that all sails begin to shake.
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evacuation to the U.S. Having
jettisoned this “problem”, the ship
then took off and ran smack dab
over Proselyte Reef. The cruise ship
was damaged to the extent that the
Captain immediately came about to
ground the ship on St Maarten
before it sank to the bottom.
Now, as a result of not
checking a chart of the area, or
watching where they were going,
the cost of this carelessness was the
following:
- transfer by air back to the U.S.,
the passengers and crew from the
liner, numbering over 2,000.
- the repairing of the hull to the
extent that the liner could be towed
back to the U.S. for major repairs.
- the cancellation and the refunding
of the reservations already in the
bank and the loss of this valuable
ship for an indefinite period.
One has to wonder where the
Captain and senior officers are
working now!
In order to better read what was
sent on the note from Woodeden Camp we
have run this again with a typed version for
better readability.
My apologies for the
illegibility last issue—Alice

To the members of
Fanshawe Yacht Club
On Behalf of the staff and campers
of the Woodeden Easter Seals
Camp, we would like to extend our
gratitude for your patience,
hospitality and assistance with our
sailing program in it’s second year.
Our trips to the lake were greatly
enjoyed by the staff and campers
alike, providing many with their
first sailing experience. Thank You
for always being so welcoming and
friendly and for always offering to
help us out. This was especially
appreciated on days
with bad
weather. Take care this year and
we hope to see you again all next
summer!
From Danielle, Jess
(the sailing programmers)
and Jennifer (Driver)

declares open to the public. That, in effect,
all US makes boating illegal across most of
the country.
By IBI Magazine "Even though this action seems like
In a rather bizarre ruling that has a horrible pre-April fools joke, it is
marine industry officials worried, very serious," said Phil Keeter,
Judge Robert G. James of the MRAA president, in a statement.
United States District Court, "Because essentially all the waters
Western Division of Louisiana, has and waterways of our country are
said that it is criminal trespass for considered navigable in the US law,
the American boating public to this ruling declares recreational
boat, fish, or hunt on the boating, water skiing, fishing,
Mississippi River and other waterfowl hunting, and fishing
navigable waters in the US.
tournaments to be illegal and the
In the case of Normal Parm v. public subject to jail sentences for
Sheriff Mark Shumate, James ruled recreating with their families."
that federal law grants exclusive Last month, James rejected the
and private control over the waters findings of the Magistrate judge
of the river, outside the main who found earlier that the American
shipping channel, to riparian public had the right under federal
landowners. The shallows of the law and Louisiana law to navigate,
navigable waters are no longer
boat, fish, and hunt on the waters of
US Federal Judge
boating illegal in
navigable waters

The Coldest Regatta of the Year:
Ice Bowl 2006!
by Jacob Prapavessis

It’s the morning of November 4th, and I am
peacefully sleeping when I am suddenly awakened
by an enthusiastic kick to the stomach by Brad
Biskaborn. Having just bought his old Laser, I am
now apparently part of the FYC Laser “crew” and
am about to embark on my first out of town regatta:
Ice bowl 2006 at Waterrats Sailing Club in
Toronto… apparently the coldest regatta of the
racing year! I had packed every known piece of
sailing gear I had ever owned, in an effort to protect
myself form the harsh conditions. Upon arrival, we
were greeted by an empty parking lot and closed
gates, but Brad reassured us this was normal and
people would show. Sure enough, somebody did
turn up to let us in, and we began to rig our boats.
After the skippers meeting and my unfortunate clash
with the roof of Waterrats unique 5ft ceiling

the Mississippi river up to the
normal high water line of the river.
Judge James Kirk relied on the
long established federal principles
of navigation that recognized the
p u b l i c n a v i g at i o n a l ri gh t s
"…entitles the public to the
reasonable use of navigable waters
for all legitimate purposes of travel
or transportation, for boating,
sailing for pleasure, as well as for
carrying persons or property for
hire, and in any kind of watercraft
the use of which is consistent with
others also enjoying the right
possessed in common."
"MRAA is working with the Coast
G u a rd , s t at e b o at i n g l a w
administrators, and NMMA to
fight this onerous ruling," said
Glen Mazzella, MRAA chairman,
(14 September 2006)
in the statement.

clubhouse, Jon Dietrich, Brad Biskaborn, and I, Jacob
Prapavessis set out to attempt the impossible. Being
new in the class, I was still trying to figure out exactly
how to sail a Laser. So naturally, the first couple races
were a blur of bad starts and being close to the back of
the fleet. Things did pick up, however. I began to get
better starts and attack the middle of the fleet more, with
my best result of an 8th out of 15 boats. After 4 races,
my feet were numb to the point where it hurt, and I went
over to Jon who happened to own the same type of
“warm” booties as me. After some discussion we both
decided that in the hope of keeping our Laser careers
going, we would miss the last race of the day and head
in. After the excruciating experience of getting the
thousands of layers of wet stuff off, we packed up and
went over to the prize giving, where Brad swept up as
usual. All in all though, the Ice Bowl 06 was a great
time and I recommend it to anyone owning a dry suit.
Thanks to Brad, Jon and especially Jens for driving us
up, it was a great way to end the year!

Can you guess which
year these pictures were
taken?

Spring will be back…...
placing the docks for another season at FYC

Spring Work Parties
Will be here waiting for
your help

A meal prepared for
the hard workers
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Polar Fleece Vest

FYC—Store

100 % Polyester polar
fleece, full zipped front
with stand up collar
Size: S—XXL

Men’s Golf Shirt
solid pique body
with textured stripe

Brushed Cotton Cap
tri-coloured cap, structured lowprofile, pre-curved

(navy or red)

Size: S—XXL

peak, fabric strap
with buckle.

(white with navy/red
trim)

One Size

Short Sleeve T-Shirt
100% cotton preshrunk
jersey with double
stitched sleeve and
waist hems
Size: Adult
S—XXL
Youth
Size: S—L

Fanshawe Yacht Club

Fashionable wear on the dock, in town,
or sailing. Shop Early to be assured of
receiving your items in time!

To order…Call

Lori Chesman

659-4633
Positive Identity Sportswear

¼ Zip
Sweatshirt
50/50 cotton/
poly
with zipper pull
and self collar
Size: S—XXL
(white, navy athletic grey)

‘Please keep in mind, when purchasing orders Lori needs to process 12 items to fill an order not including hats.’

Courses Offered by the Power Squadron
Boating Course.
- 15 weeks - Cost - $195.00
- Location - HMCS Prevost - 19 Becher St. London
- 1900 - 2130 (7:00 - 9:30pm) -Thursday evenings
- Commences Thursday January 04, 2007
Fundamentals of Weather
- 7 weeks - Cost - $60.00
- Location - CCH High School
- 1900 - 2130 (7:00 - 9:30pm)
- Tuesday evenings
- Commences Tuesday January 09, 2007

Navigating With GPS
- 5 weeks - Cost - $60.00
- Location CCH High School
- 1900 - 2130
- Tuesday evenings - Commencing in mid-February
Marine Radio Certification
- 4 weeks
- Cost - $50.00
- Location - CCH High School 0r HMCS Prevost
- 1900 - 2130 - Tuesday or Thursday evenings
- Commencing January and April 2007

Watch our website for further information on course offerings, as they develop. Simply type in powerandsail.ca
For further information, please contact John Manvell at 519-455-3627 or littlejohn911@hotmail.com

Classified
For Sale: Need a winter project?
Mirror Dinghy sails and spars
(everything except the hull)
Chris & Janine Dick 519-666-0468
Price is negotiable
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